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Synopsis

In this engaging, succinct study of the accomplishments and difficulties of the young American
republic, key historical questions are discussed with references to important scholarship. Among the
topics covered are the development of political parties, the animosity between the Republicans and
Federalists and the eventual disintegration of the latter group, the leadership abilities of the first

presidents, and the foreign relations problems that led to the War of 1812.
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Customer Reviews

Those interested in American political history and the founding of our constitutional government will
find this book extremely helpful. Borden fills a unique niche in American history and the history of
political parties by describing how American political parties developed in the early republic. While
most knowledgeable people are aware that the founding fathers abhorred political parties as
institutionalized factions that were destructive to democratic principles, Borden gracefully describes
how the founding fathers nonetheless became drawn to parties as a means of gaining control.
Indeed, without the founding of the Democratic-Republican Party the Alien and Sedition Acts may
never have been repealed and our government may look very different. The impact of foreign policy
(pro-British Federalists and pro-French Democratic-Republicans) is also discussed at length. A
short read and a valuable resource, | recommend this book heartily.
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